SEVEN PERTLOUS PORTAGES (Aven Pib Slalom)
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It was 3.1%pm on a blisterzn; aumner 8 afternoan, whan twa male

‘chauv1nxsts left thelr good wives and children to j@;n the other har&y

souls in the most potentia’ly perilous event on the aanaalng calenﬁar.
Brian Cox, veteran of at least six trips through the infamous boat

shed rapids was the 1aader of the small group, accompanied by ?aul

McStay, fresh back from his famous Ashley trip, which was =o tight

he had to use a specislly made Prijon with two feet cut off either
end. Other members of the narty were; Clarence Hines, who was %o be
indispensable for his ability to spot Piranha flsh and Barvacouts at
100 yards, Neil Hines, whose'biistering nage keph the party from
fsundering many a time Bruce anink, iron man of many an expedition
into Chrlgtchurch sauns 9&rloufa, Wayne Turner the natoriaus Coca-lola

kid (alias Chocolate Fishy), nlus an unnamed supPport group of three,

After a2 warm up in the Zarlton rapids, canoss were slivoed into
the seething torrent below ithe Deans Avenue Ividge wh@revﬁlarence saw
a few 6inch brown trout. The water soon flattened oubt =s the party
{ollowed Neil Hines through the largest stretoh without a rapid. The

firet challenging section arvived in the forw of the Grensdier slot.

_As Clarence, 3rian and Paul followed leil in through the dark pagsage

they became aware that tuey hal taken the wrong course and were only
just adble %o sneak out o7 =z large stopper into the back eddy where
Neil was waiting. A few liguid refreshments were had while the Joca-
Cola kid guarded the canoes from the onalaught of a vicious tribe of
junkies.  3Back into the water for the next section before the
Clarendon falls, where it was noticed that Bruce and the supoort party
were not in sight. TFears were held for their safety, but all me%vﬁp

again agbove the falls and these were negotisted as a gToups

The local inmhablitants of Clarendon Talls proved to be extremely
friendly and the bigz chief clothed in a resplendent yellow and red
gown, verformed a touching ceresony involviag tws cauldrons of brown
liquid, in which &11 were emersed, before Bruce wes finally made a
blood brother. Seal launching buack ints the river, Clarence reported
two three oot trout beneath the Worcester 5t bridge. The stretch to

Noah's Cascade was short {extremely) and uneventful and the whole
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party was able to leave more wef seats for incﬂming;bikie gangs. Jy thie
stage the Coca~Cola kid's kaysk was making peculisr rattling noises and
averyone hoped that he would be aﬁl& %o make it to the end of the trip
wethout sinkine. Clarence reported twenty, ten foot long trout beneath
the Gloucester 3%t bridge but even at this stage these were still not

 visible to the rest of the party.  The next rapld to be negotiated wae

the Oxford Corner in which a large backlash off a low bar swept the party

upwards into a little known tributary where the native tribes were

surprised to see them. More refreshments were iturned on and after
paddling furiously to avoid fhe 60foot orange crocadile which Clarence

had spotted in the cxear water, Forresters Hole apvraached extxemsly fast.
The whole narty was suckeg in at the top and spat owt after swaliewing a
good deal of Amber Fluid which was to affect bhem for some time to come.
After avoiding the 90foot red shark which only Clarence saw at firat, the
group neared the last and most dangerous rapid, the 3tar and CGarter vorbtex.
The area was even more perilous than they had first thought, but they were
reassured by an American friend of Pauls who said that the rapids were no
Wworge than the Grand Canyvon whluﬂ ke ani ufaham Dingle had done recently
on Rubber Duckies. o R |

ATter aoend*ng“more time ; : V;“taf a&d vaﬁuar thdﬂ they had

anticipated, the marty ioaded al tke canoes; z}aﬂpﬁ for one, onto the

trailer. The boat belonging to the Coca~Cola kid was so nesvy with bottles
that it took four ocecple to 118t it vhile all the time being menaced by

a 200ft high pink elephant which was seen by eVervb0u¢ exeept Plarenae

who was by this time, fast asleep.

The trip had ﬁakeﬂﬂfive grmelligg houra but it wasz worth é%@xy
minute of it, evea though two of the party ot beaten over the head with
rolling~ping when they returnsed home, We hope to do it next year with
more canoceists and without the need for a support party,

B.T.C.




